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- Dear Brother Ballinger:

Herein, I enclose a copy of a letter
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written by 0 R L Crozzer to my father, forty-eight years
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ago today. I thought fhis'letter might be of interest to 7ﬁ
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I do~not have a éopy'of the'original letter. HOWeve;,ey;

it was puulished in the Bible Advocate, Stanberry, Mov' ?fﬁfh

uch 7, 1899, Vol 33, pege 292.,. 5% 26 B e et
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their home. ghigﬂgas while he was stlll a lst Day Aventiantﬁ
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When he began keep1ng the sabbath, Elder Whlte made it his
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personal buslnees to try to get him to unlte with them. He
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told ihsn that“he did not believe.in the visions and was te{é

that that would not hlnder as long as he would nst oppose i

thiem, Father said that he told Tlder ‘¥hite that iedwo%lgtno
Tee to any such arrangement;for, if he were asked aboO

%%e visions, he would fekl it his duty to inform the questioner

how he stood. This ended the matter.



LOpPpYy ol Leller I[rom O.n.l..UTrozler,
to father.

Ann Arvor, Mich. Peb, 20, 1899,
Mr. A.7",Dugser,
Bassett, Neuvraska. .

Dear Brother:- Answering your esteemed favor of the 3rd inst,--I was
born Fev., 2, 1820. I have received and answered many such letters as
yours on the same subjects. It is unfortunate that many good people are
unwilling to correct their mistakes. Denying them, covering them up, ex-
plaining arounc them, is not so honoravle, not so Christian, as acknow-
ledging them. A candid confession,--"I was mistakeny--is a ppiritual

tonic.

The visions you speak of , having been a cheap and pewerful means of

—

financial and party success, the temptation to defend and encourage them

has been very strong. Having known their history quite well for fifty-

three years, I have always believed their imfmxmatiom inspiration to

—

be entirely human, seldom unselfish, and often false as to facts, and

ooviously unscriptural as to doctrine.

I did not "originate their present sanctuary view." The facts in the

case are--William Miller deserves the credit for'shut-doorism'among the

advent people; and he got the idea from some of the most learned com-

L

mentators of the "orthodox" churches. I am not aware that either he or

they built it upon the sanctuary service. They inferred it chiefly from.
passages in the New Testament. Mr. Miller 'expressed his opinion that the

door of mercy would be closed in 1838. When "the 10th day of the 7th

month" time passed in the fall of 1844, he and others (with few excegﬁion$4
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who were interested in thaf“nldnlght cry, as they called it, believed
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that the door of mercy was then shuty--that“no more sinners“would or“could
be converted. That opinion prevailed in 1845 and 1846. In the latter year

I puolished in an Txtra of "The Day Star," a paper published by Tnoch

Jacoos, at Cincinnati, and exposition of the Sanctuary and its Service

in the law of }oses, to explaiwjhow and why the door of mercy was shut.
‘ the
On account of our ignorince of Scriptures my argument was more fully
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anc wmewe widely accepted than it deserved to be. In the next three

years ('4%-49) I saw and published its defects as to the shut door.
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Ther were:
1. There is no proof that the processes of repentance and pardon
suspended on the'Day of Atonement.

2. "His mercy endureth forever." It is presumption to limit God's

mercy. The bar does not come from God's side, out from man's side.

3. Jesus never refused pardon to any one repenting and asking for it.

4. Theee is Scripture proof that there will ve pardon and salvation
under the reign of Christ--for the left of the nations, after the second
; coming. This, chiefly, brought me out of the shut-door.

5. Out of it, we can see that the shﬁt-door conception’is crude,
gross, narrow, puerile.

You ask, "Did you hold to the shut-=door theory, that salvation was

past, and that there was no more pardon for sinners?" 1 didk

EGWY L. . 5
"And didseses....the author of the visions, and those who believed them‘

adopt these views?" They did; and were among the first to declare them

and the most persistent in retaining and publishing them; and what is

__more, they must still hold these views, because they still adhere to my

sanc tuary exposition, which was written to prove the shut-door. They
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even make (or did make' a few years ago) a foolish excuse for the con-

versions that have occurred since the fall of 1844, viz., that the names

of those millions of converts were borne into the holy of holies on the

breastplate of the high priest on the 10th day of the 7th month of that

year--most of them yet unborn!, There was_gg hint of any such thindg in
T —
the type. The first shut-door believers put the issue on higher and more

oovvious ground, viz.,that the ILord would very soon come--was ac tually on
his wuy, some saidy--and the world would be immediately destroyed. But as

he did not come, and as conversions could not uve prevented, nor denied

even under the lavore of the shut-door btelievers, the names of



s~ R s

' - ¥ ot . A
l(lfuture converts on the breastplate was diyankee invention\to suit the ..y

emergency. But, in the type, the names of the twelve tribeg--not the‘namé;ﬁ

of all faithful individuals--were on the breastplates. ;
In the love of Xxxmthk the truth, in the bkessed hope, and in the

Precious work of the gospel, ' |

Your brother,

O. R. L. Crozier.




